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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Aaron M. Peters (Reg. No. 48,801) on May 12, 2006. 

Listing of the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 2 and 18, and amend claims 1, 10, 17, 22, 27, and 31-33 as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A method of communicating information within an 
enterprise having a process control system and a plurality of information technology systems, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

generating transactional process control information related to a transactional event 
within the process control system , wherein the transactional process control information 
comprises at least one of the Rroup consisting of device alarm information, process condition 
information and equipment condition information ; 

formatting the transactional process control information based on a first extensible 
markup language schema to form formatted transactional process control information; 

sending the formatted transactional process control information to a transactional 
information server via a web services interface; 

mapping the formatted transactional process control information to a second extensible 
markup language schema associated with one of the plurality of information technology systems 
to form mapped transactional process control information; and 
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sending the mapped transactional process control information to a first one of the 
plurality of information technology systems to use the mapped transactional process control 
information to perform a function related to the transactional event. 

Claim 2 (Cancelled). 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): A system for use in an enterprise having a plurality of 
information technology systems, the system comprising: 

a process control system that is adapted to format transactional process control 
information based on an extensible markup language and a plurality of input schemas, wherein 
each of the plurality of input schemas is associated with a type of transactional process control 
information related to a transactional event within the process control system and wherein the 
transactional process control information comprises at least one of the group consisting of device 
alarm information, process condition information and equipment condition information ; 

a web services interface communicatively coupled to the process control system; and 

a transactional data server communicatively coupled to the web services interface and the 
plurality of information technology systems, wherein the transactional data server is adapted to 
map transactional process control information that has been formatted based on the extensible 
markup language and the plurality of input schemas to a plurality of output schemas, wherein 
each of the plurality of output schemas is associated with an application that is executed within 
one of the plurality of information technology systems, and wherein the transactional data server 
is further adapted to send mapped transactional process control information to one of the 
plurality of information technology systems to use the mapped transactional process control 
information to perform a function related to the transactional event. 

Claim 17 (Currently Amended): A method of processing transactional process control 
data, comprising the steps of: 

wrapping the transactional process control data in an XML wrapper to form XML 
wrapped transactional process control data related to a transactional event within the process 
control system , wherein the transaction process control data comprises information associated 
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with at least one of the group consisting of a device alert, an equipment condition and a process 
condition ; 

sending the XML wrapped transactional process control data via a web services interface 
and a communication network to an XML data server; 

mapping the XML wrapped transactional process control data to an XML output schema 
associated with one of a plurality of information systems that are communicatively coupled to 
the communication network to form mapped XML transactional process control data; and 

sending the mapped XML transactional process control data to the one of the plurality of 
information systems via the communication network to use the mapped transactional process 
control data to perform a function related to the transactional event. 

Claim 18 (Cancelled). 

Claim 22 (Currently Amended): A method of processing transactional process control 
data, comprising the steps of: 

encapsulating the transactional process control data in a markup language wrapper to 
form encapsulated transactional process control data related to a transactional event within the 
process control system , wherein the transactional process control information comprises at least 
one of the group consisting of device alarm information, process condition information and 
equipment condition information ; 

sending the encapsulated transactional process control data via a web services interface 
and a communication network to a markup language data server; 

mapping the encapsulated transactional process control data to an output schema 
associated with one of an enterprise resource planning system and a manufacturing execution 
system to form mapped transactional process control data; and 

sending the mapped transactional process control data to the one of the enterprise 
resource planning system and the manufacturing execution system to use the mapped 
transactional process control data to perform a function related to the transactional event. 
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Claim 27 (Currently Amended): A method of communicating transactional process 
control information within an enterprise, comprising the steps of: 

formatting the transactional process control information based on a first extensible 
markup language schema to form formatted transactional process control information related to a 
transactional event , wherein the transactional process control information comprises at least one 
of the group consisting of device alarm information, process condition information and 
equipment condition information ; 

sending the formatted transactional process control information to a transactional 
information server; 

mapping the formatted transactional process control information to a second extensible 
markup schema associated with a process control system to form mapped transactional process 
control information; and 

sending the mapped transactional process control information to the process control 
system via a web services interface to use the mapped transactional process control information 
to perform a function related to the transactional event. 

Claim 31 (Currently Amended): A method of processing a device alarm for use within 
an enterprise including a process control system and a maintenance management system, 
comprising the steps of: 

generating a device alarm related to a transactional event within the process control 

system; 

formatting the device alarm based on an XML input schema to form an XML device 

alarm; 

sending the XML device alarm to an XML transaction server; 

mapping the XML device alarm to an XML output schema associated with the 
maintenance management system to form a mapped XML device alarm; and 

sending the mapped XML device alarm to the maintenance management system to use 
the mapped XML device alarm to perform a function related to the device alarm. 
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Claim 32 (Currently Amended): A method of processing equipment condition 
information for use within an enterprise including a process control system and an information 
technology system, comprising the steps of: 

generating equipment condition information related to a transactional event within the 
process control system; 

formatting the equipment condition information based on an XML input schema to form 
an XML message; 

sending the XML message to an XML transaction server; 

mapping the XML message to an XML output schema associated with the information 
technology system to form a mapped XML message; and 

sending the mapped XML message to the information technology system to use the 
mapped XML message to perform a function related to the message. 

Claim 33 (Currently Amended): A method of processing process condition information 
for use within an enterprise including a process control system and an information technology 
system, comprising the steps of: 

generating process condition information related to a transactional event within the 
process control system; 

formatting the process condition information based on an XML input schema to form an 
XML message; 

sending the XML message to an XML transaction server; 

mapping the XML message to an XML output schema associated with the information 
technology system to form a mapped XML message; and 

sending the mapped XML message to the information technology system to use the 
mapped XML message to perform a function related to the message. 
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Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

2. This office action is in response to the amendment filed on May 12, 2006 and an 
examiner initiate interview on August 11, 2006. 

3. Applicant amended claims 1, 10, 17, 22, 27, and 31-33. 

4. Claims 1,3-17, and 19-33 are allowed 

5. Claims include limitations that the prior art of record does not appear to teach or render 
obvious the claimed limitations as recited below. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The present invention is directed to a system and method of communicating information 

within an enterprise having a process control system and a plurality of information technology 
systems. The independent claims 1, 10, 17, 22, 27, and 31-33 identify an uniquely distinct 
feature "generating the transactional process control information comprises at least one of the 
group consisting of device alarm information, process condition information and equipment 
condition information, formatting the transactional process control information based on a first 
extensible markup language (XML) schema, sending the first XML schema to the transaction 
server, the transaction server performs the mapping the first XML schema to a second XML 
schema associated with information technology system, and sending the mapped XML schema 
to the information technology system to perform a function related to the transactional event" 
and in combination with other limitations as set forth in the independent claims. Claims 3-9, 11- 
16, 19-21, 23-26, and 28-30 are allowed due to dependent claims. 
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7. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuoc H. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-3919. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Phuoc H Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 

August 17,2006 
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